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be expressed in plain prose. Davies does not, as it were, embroider
his theme with verse, but uses verse, and its beauties of line and
metaphor, to make his meaning more clear, and, thereby, gallantly
justifies the employment of his medium. This mastery of his is
enviously complete; but, perhaps, it is most conspicuous in the
Hymns to Astroea which were first published in 1599. As the
title-page announces, they are written 'in Acrosticke verse.' They
are twenty-six in number: each poem is of three stanzas (two of
five lines, one of six lines), and each line begins with a different
letter of the name Elizabetha Regina, Yet, in spite of this
fantastic formality, not a line is forced, and one or two of the
poems, notably hymn v, To the Lark
Barley, cheerful], monnting Larke,
Light's gentle usher, Morning's dark,
are exquisite songs.
Sir Henry Wotton owes his literary fame to one poem of
memorable beauty, to his friendship with Sir Edward Dyer and
John Donne, and to the twofold fact that an elegy on his death was
composed by Abraham Cowley and that his life was written by his
illustrious fellow-angler, Izaak Walton. The author of' You meaner
beauties of the night' deserves immortality, though many authors
of songs as beautiful remain unknown. He was born at Boughton
hall, in the parish of Boughton Malherbe, Kent, in 1568, and was
educated at Winchester and New college, which he entered on
5 June 1584. His father's death left him in a position to travel,
of which he availed himself to the full He visited Linzj, Vienna,
Naples, Venice, Florence, and stayed with the scholar Casanbon
at Geneva Few provosts have had a career so chequered and
adventurous as Sir Henry Wotton. For he sent news to the
earl of Essex from abroad, and, being at home in the capacity of
secretary to Essex at the time of his patron's disaster, was obliged
to flee the country. He returned to Florence, and duke Ferdinand,
hearing of a plot to assassinate king James of Scotland, sent
him to warn the king. Wotton, taking up 'the name and language/
as Walton recounts, *of aa Italian/ travelled to Scotland from
Florence by way of Norway, and arrived, as Octavio Baldi, at
Stirling, where king James was* Three months he stayed at the
court, disguised as Baldi, and the king alone knew the secret of his
identity. Then he returned to Italy. When king James ascended
the throne of England, Wotton was received into favour. He was
three times sent as ambassador to Venice and, eventually, was